
Botetourt County Public Schools 
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The Gifted Advisory Committee meeting was held on April 23, 2018 at 8:45 a.m. at the School Board Office, 

Fincastle, VA. The meeting was called to order at 8:45 a.m. by Lorie Holter.  

Members Present: Lorie Holter, Ava Gilliam, Anna Weddle, Tim Miller, Daryl Hylton, Joyce Mandeville, 

Karen Busher, Lisa Grinnell, Lisa Foutz, Keith Pennington, Tim McClung, Anne Simmons, Ryan Boitnott, 

Marthe Honts, Jessica Preston, Jessica Martin 

Welcome: Lorie Holter 

Reports: 

 Gifted Resource Teacher position request (Middle School full time position): Keith Pennington 

reported that the final budget has not been approved yet. The School Board is currently looking at 

possibly making this a ¾ time position with a longer 210 day contract which would be in line with 

the other gifted resource teachers’ contracts. The Middle School Gifted Resource Teacher would  

be teaching one regular class each day instead of half of the day. Her focus for the next year will 

most likely be on the 6th Grade transition year with no pull-outs. 

 Governor’s Schools: There have been an additional three Jackson River Governor’s School slots 

added to the budget for a total of eight. There were no slots added to the number we currently 

have at the Roanoke Valley Governor’s School. We are currently one of the districts with the 

highest number of students attending this school. There is still an imbalance in the number of slots 

that can be open from year to year. There was much discussion about this and whether it can be 

balanced out. Mr. Pennington reported to the committee that one student in the program had 

decided not to return next year which opened up an extra slot to be filled this year. This as well as 

students moving out of the district can mean changes to the numbers from year to year. There 

were seven slots to be filled this year. There was also discussion of looking into a Liberal Arts type 

of Governor’s School. 

 Gifted Plan: Mr. Pennington and the Gifted Resource Teachers spent a day working on the changes 

that needed to be made to the plan. We are already doing more than anyone else in our region for 

our students. The only big change has to do with the pre-screening process. This year we had 100 

referrals. The testing averages three hours per student. We employ two testers which costs 

$20,000. Historically only 1 in 10 of those tested qualifies as gifted. We will add in a 2nd Grade pre-

screening process which will be non-verbal. This process will take place early in the year during 2nd 

grade. 

 Enrichment: Mr. McClung reported on the enrichment program in place at CAMS for the students. 

There was some discussion about how the Gifted Resource Teacher might make use of this time at 

CAMS to serve the Gifted students at CAMS. 

STEM: Mr. Pennington reported on STEM progress in the county.  Engineering and Health Sciences are both 

growing. Once Eldor opens in Greenfield, Mechatronics graduates will have the opportunity to go to work in 



the county at that location making $40,000-50,000 due to the certifications they are receiving through this 

program. The Health Sciences program is moving from Greenfield to Lord Botetourt next year where they 

will have more room. This program is up to two sections with 48 students each in both the 1st and 2nd years. 

Fall/Spring Parent Meetings: The Resource Teachers reported that the parents seemed to like going to the 

elementary schools better. By going to the schools, the parents could spend more time with the teachers 

and look at the students’ projects. More parents showed up for this format, so the meeting will probably 

follow this type format next year. The fall meeting for secondary schools is more of a group type meeting 

with lots of information for parents. This format will probably be kept the same for next year. 

Summer Enhancement: Each grade level for elementary school will have their own field trip this summer. 

Third graders will go to Poplar Forest. Fourth graders will go to the Planetarium at JMU and the Hall of New 

Market. Fifth graders will go to Mountain Lake to the Adventure Course. Mrs. Busher has not heard back 

about the Fox Island trip for this summer yet. Mr. Pennington advised that they are looking into a possible 

trip to Astro Camp for next summer. 

Meeting Dates for 2018-19: Mr. Pennington said they would be about the same as they were for this year. 

Mrs. Busher said her Monday school had asked if she could not always miss Mondays for this meeting. It 

was decided we would try to meet on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday if possible. Mr. Pennington will 

look at the dates and let the committee know of final dates. Tentative meeting date are as follows: 

September 24, 2018; January 29, 2019; April 23, 2019. 

Election of Officers: Officers for the 2018-19 school year are as follows: Committee Chair Jessica Preston, 

Vice Chair Mindy Boitnott, Secretary Ava Gilliam. 

FBLA National Competition: Ava Gilliam reported that three of CAMS’ gifted students, Dakota Gilliam, 

Tanner Lovern and Chase Minnix, had won both the Regional and State FBLA Competition for their 

Community Service Project. Mr. McClung said they had organized and run a flag football tournament to 

raise money for a high school in Texas following Hurricane Harvey and raised over $1000. For the Regional 

and State Competition they made a video explaining how they did all of this. They will be going to 

Baltimore, MD at the last week of June to compete ‘live’ in the National Competition. This is the first middle 

school FBLA team from the county to place in State Competition and proceed to National Competition. 

 


